Principles of the Constitution through Time
Federalism
Learning Objective: The student will understand how the principles of the Constitution have
been reflected in historical events.
TEKS: Texas History 7.13A, USH 8.15D, Government 6D
Materials Needed: Copy of vocabulary graphic organizer, copy of appropriate principle
handout, and access to internet to show video.
Teacher Background: The following lesson plan is designed to accompany the LRE video
series #LiamLearns. The lesson plan that is provided is designed to be used in the following
subjects: Texas History, 8th Grade US History, US History 1877 to the present, and U.S.
Government. Each of the stimulus pieces attached to each principle have been selected to
allow the principle to be reviewed throughout the various courses. Note: The intended course is
located at the bottom of each page.
Teaching Strategy:
1. Explain to students that they will be reviewing “Federalism” one of the principles of the
Constitution and that they will be watching a short video to remind them of the concept
followed by analyzing the concept in history.
2. Provide each student with a vocabulary graphic organizer, and explain that as they
watch the following video, that they need to be prepared to define the principle, provide a
definition, and an example.
3. Have students watch the video on Federalism at the following link:
http://www.texaslre.org/liamlearns/
4. When students have finished watching the video, give them time to complete their
graphic organizer and check for student understanding by having students share their
learning.
5. Once students have an understanding of the term, provide them with the appropriate
document for their grade level and have them analyze using the questions provided.
Note: Strategies for various types of primary sources have been included in this lesson to help
students with analyzing different types of sources. They are located at the end of this lesson
plan.

Suggested Units to use documents:
1. Texas History – Railroads
2. 8th Grade US History- New Nation Unit
3. US History 1877 to present – Civil Rights Unit
4. Government – Constitution Unit (note: this document can also be used in 8th Grade US
History).
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Document Analysis Suggested Answers
Below you will find suggested answers for each of the documents. Each bullet represents the
questions asked on the documents.

7th Grade
 Text evidence could include : “favor of the State regulating and controlling the rates of
railway traffic having origin and destination within her limits”.
 Today the The Railroad Commission regulates the Oil and Gas Industry in Texas.
8th Grade
 Answers will vary: “if the States should make regulations for the navigation of these
waters, and such regulations should be repugnant and hostile, embarrassment would
necessarily happen to the general intercourse of the community” or “If there were no
power in the general government, to control this extreme belligerent legislation of the
States, the powers of the government were essentially deficient. . . .” or “regulate
commerce; to rescue it from the embarrassing and destructive consequences, resulting
from the legislation of so many different States, and to place it under the protection of a
uniform law.”
US History 1877 to Present
 It shows a meeting of the President of the United States and the Governor of a state
representing that there are two levels of government. It references the cooperation that
should be present between the two but does indicate that the courts at the federal level
have ruled and it is the expectation that the states will “observe the supreme law of the
land”.
Government
 The evidence includes the fact that proposal of amendments to the U.S. Constitution
take place at the federal level but that ratification must come from the states.
 This article prohibits denying states their equal suffrage in the Senate.
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Texas candidate for Governor, Jim Hogg, campaigns for the establishment of
the State Railroad Commission

I am in favor of the State regulating and controlling the rates of railway traffic
having origin and destination within her limits to the end that justice may be
done the public. As an instrument for this purpose, if I am elected Governor and
the constitutional amendment is adopted, I shall do my part in having an
effective railway commission created and clothed with all the power necessary to
make, establish and maintain, under rules prescribed by law, reasonable rates of
charges for the transportation of passengers and freight.

Source: Speeches and State Papers of James Stephen Hogg, pp. 25-50, C.W. Raines,
ed. The State Publishing Company (Austin, 1905)

What evidence in the document supports the principle of Federalism?

Besides, railway transportation, what else does the Railroad Commission
regulate today?

This document intended to be used in Texas History.
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Excerpts from Chief Justice John Marshall’s Opinion in Gibbons v. Ogden

. . . Rivers and bays, in many cases, form the divisions between States; and thence it was
obvious, that if the States should make regulations for the navigation of these waters, and
such regulations should be repugnant and hostile, embarrassment would necessarily happen
to the general intercourse of the community. Such events had actually occurred, and had
created the existing state of things.
By the law of New-York, no one can navigate the bay of New-York, the North River, the Sound,
the lakes, or any of the waters of that State, by steam vessels, without a license from the
grantees of New-York, under penalty of forfeiture of the vessel.
By the law of the neighbouring State of Connecticut, no one can enter her waters with a
steam vessel having such license.
By the law of New-Jersey, if any citizen of that State shall be restrained, under the New-York
law, from using steam boats between the ancient shores of New-Jersey and New-York, he
shall be entitled to an action for damages, in New-Jersey, with treble costs against the party
who thus restrains or impedes him under the law of New-York!
It would hardly be contended, that all these acts were consistent with the laws and
constitution of the United States. If there were no power in the general government, to
control this extreme belligerent legislation of the States, the powers of the government were
essentially deficient. . . .
Few things were better known, than the immediate causes which led to the adoption of the
present constitution . . . that the prevailing motive was to regulate commerce; to rescue it
from the embarrassing and destructive consequences, resulting from the legislation of so
many different States, and to place it under the protection of a uniform law.

How is the constitutional principle, Federalism, embodied in these excerpts from
Chief Justice John Marshall? Provide text evidence to support your answer.

What does the Chief Justice John Marshall mean when he says, “If there were no
power in the general government, to control this extreme belligerent legislation of
the States, the powers of the government were essentially deficient”?

This document intended to be used in 8th grade US History.
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Source:
https://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/online_documents/civil_rights_little_rock/Statements_by_
DDE_and_Faubus.pdf

What evidence in the document above supports the principle of Federalism?

This document intended to be used in US History 1877 to the present.
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Article. V.
The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary,
shall propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for
proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and
Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of
three fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof,
as the one or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the
Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year
One thousand eight hundred and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and
fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no State,
without its Consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate.

What evidence in the document above supports the principle of Federalism?

What does this part of the U.S. Constitution prohibit?

This document intended for use in U.S. Government.
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OPTIC

SOAPS— Primary Document Analysis
Subject
Occasion

Audience

Evaluating Visuals

What is the main topic or idea of this document?

Overview

Where and when was the document produced?
What was happening during the time the document was written?

What is the point of view of the visual?

Parts

What details seem important?

Titles (Words)

What is the title of the visual?
Read all labels and any written
words (if you can).

Interrelationships

Using the title, what big umbrella
concept connects the whole visual?

Conclusion

Why is this visual important to what
we are studying?

For whom was the document
written/produced?
How might an audience have
received this document and why?

Point of
View

What does the writer or producer believe?

Speaker

Who is the speaker or producer?
What can you tell me about his background?
How might his personal background have
influenced his work?

How to Study in College- Walter Pauk

SO CLEAR
Interpreting Political Cartoons

College Board

APPARTS— Primary Document Analysis
Author:

Who created the source? What do you know
about the author? What is the author’s point
of view?

Place and
time:

Where and when was the source produced?
How might this affect the meaning of the
source?

Prior
Knowledge:

Beyond information about the author and the
context of its creation, what do you know that
would help you further understand this primary source?

Audience:

For whom was the source created and how
might this affect the reliability of the source?

Reason:

Why was this source produced and how might
this affect the reliability of the source?

The main
idea:

What point is the source is trying to convey?

Significance:

Why is this source important? Ask yourself “So
What?” in relation to the question asked.

College Board

Symbols

What symbols are in the cartoon?
What do they represent?

Opinions

What is the opinion of the author?

Characters Who are the people in the cartoon?
What do they represent?
Labels

What words are there to help you
understand the message?

Exaggeration

How are portions of the visual exaggerated?
Why do you think the author did this?

Agree

Do you agree with the author’s point of
view? Explain.

Response

To what event is the cartoon in response?

Principle of the Constitution:

Define the principle:

Draw an image to reflect the principle:

Use the principle in an original sentence.

© State Bar of Texas
www.texaslre.org

Principle of the Constitution:
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