Principles of the Constitution through Time
Republicanism
Learning Objective: The student will understand how the principles of the Constitution have
been reflected in historical events.
TEKS: Texas History 7.13A, USH 8.15D, Government 6D
Materials Needed: Copy of vocabulary graphic organizer, copy of appropriate principle
handout, and access to internet to show video.
Teacher Background: The following lesson plan is designed to accompany the LRE video
series #LiamLearns. The lesson plan that is provided is designed to be used in the following
subjects: Texas History, 8th Grade US History, US History 1877 to the present, and U.S.
Government. Each of the stimulus pieces attached to each principle have been selected to
allow the principle to be reviewed throughout the various courses. Note: The intended course is
located at the bottom of each page.
Teaching Strategy:
1. Explain to students that they will be reviewing “Republicanism” one of the principles of
the Constitution and that they will be watching a short video to remind them of the
concept followed by analyzing the concept in history.
2. Provide each student with a vocabulary graphic organizer, and explain that as they
watch the following video, that they need to be prepared to define the principle, provide a
definition, and an example.
3. Have students watch the video on Republicanism at the following link:
http://www.texaslre.org/liamlearns/
4. When students have finished watching the video, give them time to complete their
graphic organizer and check for student understanding by having students share their
learning.
5. Once students have an understanding of the term, provide them with the appropriate
document for their grade level and have them analyze using the questions provided.
Note: Strategies for various types of primary sources have been included in this lesson to help
students with analyzing different types of sources. They are located at the end of this lesson
plan.

Suggested Units to use documents:
1. Texas History – Mexican American War
2. 8th Grade US History- New Nation Unit
3. US History 1877 to present – Progressive Era
4. Government – Election Unit
Document Analysis Suggested Answers
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Document Analysis Suggested Answers
Below you will find suggested answers for each of the documents. Each bullet represents the
questions asked on the documents.
7th Grade
 Zachary Taylor is running for President. Citizens vote for president of the U.S. which
exemplifies Republicanism.
 This cartoon was published by the Democrat Party as Taylor was of the Mexican War
and this cartoon.
8th Grade
 Answers may vary: examples of supporting text:
o “a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United
States”
o “your thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to be clothed
with that important trust”;
o “the office to which your suffrages have twice called me have been a uniform
sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty”;
 President Washington only served 2 terms which set a precedent for future presidents.
US History 1877 to Present
 The document shows that the right to vote which is needed for them to participate in
elected representatives to represent them cannot be denied based on an individual’s
sex.
 Women
Government
 The term is gerrymander and it is often defined as manipulating the boundaries of an
electoral district to benefit one party or group of people.
 Republicanism is represented her because representatives, for the most part, are
elected from districts to represent the individuals in those districts.
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Whig Candidate Zachary Taylor for President of the United States 1848

Source: Library of Congress Public Record

How does this political cartoon represent the principle of Republicanism?

Why would Zachary Taylor be portrayed in such a negative light following the
Mexican-American War?

This document intended to be used in Texas History.
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President George Washington’s Farewell Address
Friends and Citizens:
The period for a new election of a citizen to administer the executive government of the United
States being not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your thoughts must be employed in
designating the person who is to be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper,
especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the public voice, that I should now
apprise you of the resolution I have formed, to decline being considered among the number of those
out of whom a choice is to be made.
I beg you, at the same time, to do me the justice to be assured that this resolution has not been
taken without a strict regard to all the considerations appertaining to the relation which binds a
dutiful citizen to his country; and that in withdrawing the tender of service, which silence in my
situation might imply, I am influenced by no diminution of zeal for your future interest, no deficiency
of grateful respect for your past kindness, but am supported by a full conviction that the step is
compatible with both.
The acceptance of, and continuance hitherto in, the office to which your suffrages have twice called
me have been a uniform sacrifice of inclination to the opinion of duty and to a deference for what
appeared to be your desire. I constantly hoped that it would have been much earlier in my power,
consistently with motives which I was not at liberty to disregard, to return to that retirement from
which I had been reluctantly drawn. The strength of my inclination to do this, previous to the last
election, had even led to the preparation of an address to declare it to you; but mature reflection on
the then perplexed and critical posture of our affairs with foreign nations, and the unanimous advice
of persons entitled to my confidence, impelled me to abandon the idea…..
Which statements in President Washington’s Farewell Speech best describe the
principle of Republicanism found in our U.S. Constitution?

How is President Washington setting precedence for others in his words and
actions?

This document intended for use in 8th grade US History.
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AMENDMENT XIX
The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on
account of sex.
Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate
legislation.
Passed by Congress June 4, 1919. Ratified August 18, 1920.

What evidence from the document above supports the principle of Republicanism?

What group of individuals benefitted from the passage of this amendment?

This document intended to be used in US History 1877 to the present.
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The image below “The Gerry-mander” first appeared in the Boston Gazette, March 26, 1812.

Source: Wikipedia Creative Commons

What political term originated from this image and how would you define it?

What evidence in the image above supports the principle of Republicanism?

The above document is intended for use with U.S. Government.
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OPTIC

SOAPS— Primary Document Analysis
Subject
Occasion

Audience

Evaluating Visuals

What is the main topic or idea of this document?

Overview

Where and when was the document produced?
What was happening during the time the document was written?

What is the point of view of the visual?

Parts

What details seem important?

Titles (Words)

What is the title of the visual?
Read all labels and any written
words (if you can).

Interrelationships

Using the title, what big umbrella
concept connects the whole visual?

Conclusion

Why is this visual important to what
we are studying?

For whom was the document
written/produced?
How might an audience have
received this document and why?

Point of
View

What does the writer or producer believe?

Speaker

Who is the speaker or producer?
What can you tell me about his background?
How might his personal background have
influenced his work?

How to Study in College- Walter Pauk

SO CLEAR
Interpreting Political Cartoons

College Board

APPARTS— Primary Document Analysis
Author:

Who created the source? What do you know
about the author? What is the author’s point
of view?

Place and
time:

Where and when was the source produced?
How might this affect the meaning of the
source?

Prior
Knowledge:

Beyond information about the author and the
context of its creation, what do you know that
would help you further understand this primary source?

Audience:

For whom was the source created and how
might this affect the reliability of the source?

Reason:

Why was this source produced and how might
this affect the reliability of the source?

The main
idea:

What point is the source is trying to convey?

Significance:

Why is this source important? Ask yourself “So
What?” in relation to the question asked.
College Board

Symbols

What symbols are in the cartoon?
What do they represent?

Opinions

What is the opinion of the author?

Characters Who are the people in the cartoon?
What do they represent?
Labels

What words are there to help you
understand the message?

Exaggeration

How are portions of the visual exaggerated?
Why do you think the author did this?

Agree

Do you agree with the author’s point of
view? Explain.

Response

To what event is the cartoon in response?

Principle of the Constitution:

Define the principle:

Draw an image to reflect the principle:

Use the principle in an original sentence.
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